
PROGRESSION OF FAITH  |  BAPTISM 
 
Now that you have become a follower of Jesus what we see in the Bible is the next 
step in your journey is baptism. Baptism can confuse a lot of people. If you do not 
have a Church background all you really know about baptism is that its kind of strange. 
Well, not kind of but it is strange. Going in front of people and then getting in the 
water. Not just getting in water but allowing someone to dunk you under the water. If 
you have a Church background you may have questions concerning why some people 
baptize differently. Maybe you have been baptized before and you are in this new 
step in your spiritual journey and the question arise “should I get baptized again?” 
Baptism can be simplified in two ways. 
 

1. Baptism is an act of obedience. 
2. Baptism is a public declaration of your faith.  

 
When Jesus was beginning His earthly ministry what we saw is Him showing us an 
example of what to do. He was showing His love for God the Father by being 
baptized.  

13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 
14 But John tried to stop him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and yet you 
come to me?”  
15 Jesus answered him, “Allow it for now, because this is the way for us to fulfill all 
righteousness.” Then John allowed him to be baptized.  
16 When Jesus was baptized, he went up immediately from the water. The heavens 

suddenly opened for him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove 
and coming down on him. 17 And a voice from heaven said: “This is my beloved 
Son, with whom I am well-pleased. – Matthew 3:13-17 

 
What we also see in the Bible how the Church began. In the book of Acts we see that 
Peter the apostle was preaching and people asked what they should do. Here is his 
response:  

 

38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, each of you, in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. – Acts 2:38 
41 So those who accepted his message were baptized, and that day about three 
thousand people were added to them. – Acts 2:4 
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In the Bible there is a lot of symbolism. Things represent something else. Baptism 
symbolizes two things.  
 

1. What Jesus did for you. He paid the penalty of sin on your behalf. He died in 
your place. (1 Corinthians 15:3-4) 

2. What happened to you. When you became a fully devoted follower of Jesus 
your old self died and you became new! (Romans 6:3-4) 

3. It is because of these two things that when we baptize people we say “buried 
with Christ and raised to the newness of life”.  

 
When we baptize we immerse people into the water like what happened to Jesus and 
many others in the Bible. In the original language, the word for baptism means 
immersion. When Jesus was baptized He “went up immediately from the water” 
(Matthew 3:16). This is why we dunk people in the water when they are baptized. 
Always remember, baptism doesn’t save you Jesus does. Don’t ever let someone trick 
you into thinking otherwise.  
 
 
QUESTIONS ABOUT BAPTISM 
 
Who can be baptized? 
 
Anyone who is a follower of Jesus can be baptized. Anyone who came to know and 
understand that Jesus paid for their sins and then turns away from their sins can be 
baptized. Not everyone can be baptized. It’s not because some people are more 
important than others. Someone who isn’t a follower of Jesus cannot be baptized. See 
Acts 2:38. 
 
When should I get baptized? 
 
Once you have become a follower of Jesus you can get baptized any time. At The 
Rock Church we have baptism Sundays where we schedule baptisms every 4 – 8 weeks 
so people can take their next step in baptism. To get baptized at The Rock Church 
contact the person who is going through this study with you or email us at 
info@rockchurchspokane.com and put baptism in the subject line. We will get back 
with you asap about the next baptism service. There is no need to delay your baptism. 
See Acts 8:35-38.  
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Can my family get baptized with me?  
 
It depends. Remember, only those who are followers of Jesus should get baptized. If 
you and your family are taking the same steps in the journey of faith then, of course, 
you all can get baptized on the same day. See Acts 16:31-40.  
 
What should I wear on my baptism day?  
 
On your baptism day, we want you to know that we will provide you with a shirt and a 
towel. You will need to just bring a change of clothes with you. Show up to the service 
you will be getting baptized in 15 minutes early and a staff member will go over with 
you exactly what to do that day. Don't worry, we want this day to be special and we 
will have everything else covered! 
 
 
BIBLE PASSAGES TO STUDY 
 
 
Matthew 3:13-17, Acts 2:37-47 and Acts 8:25-40.  
 
As you read the passages for this study ask yourself two questions.  
 

1. What is God saying? 
2. What step do you need to take?  
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SHARING YOUR FAITH JOURNEY! How to tell your testimony. 
 
Answer the questions in less than 8 sentences. Spend about a minute on each question.  
 
What was life like before Christ? What was life like before deciding to follow Jesus? (struggles, 
questions, doubts, frustrations) The more REAL you are will help you and others explore our 
need for Jesus.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Why did you decide to follow Jesus? (How did you hear about THE ROCK?, Trying to do things 
by yourself? Making bad decisions? When did you realize you need a Savior?) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What have you seen God do since deciding to follow Jesus? (What steps have you taken? How 
has community helped you? How has God used others to help you in your faith journey?  


